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Karla Wheeler is a former  

newspaper reporter/editor, business 

magazine editor, and editor of 

national geriatric physician journals. 

In 1999, she founded Quality of Life 

Publishing Co. as an outgrowth of 

her personal and professional 

experience with hospice. Her firm, 

which has 10 full-time employees, 

publishes a growing line of branded 

end-of-life care newsletters and 

booklets to educate clinicians, 

patients, and families. The firm’s 

non-fiction books consistently win national and state-wide 

awards. A founding member of the NPC, Karla currently serves 

as membership chair. She is a journalism graduate of Conestoga 

College in Canada. 

Bob Wiener is a retired journalist and public relations 

person. He graduated from Ohio State University and the 

Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. He 

worked for the Associated Press in Ohio and West Virginia, and 

later was diplomatic correspondent for International News 

Service in London. He later became a regional executive with 

the Foreign Policy Association in New York, and later worked 

for Mobil Oil Corporation as its east coast public relations 

advisor. After retiring from Mobil, he worked in public 

relations for United Water Resources in New Jersey, his home 

state. In WWII, Bob was a radio and control tower operator in 

the Army Air Corps in India and Burma. 

Program 
 

Nominees and Election for 2017 

Carole J Greene 

 

Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Soni Dimond 

 

NPC: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow 

Randall Kenneth Jones 

Rhona Saunders, Joel Banow, Karla Wheeler 

Carole J Greene, Penny Fisher 

Soni Dimond, Gina Edwards, Connie Kindsvater,  

Jeff Margolis 
 

Recognition of Founders and Past Presidents 

Soni Dimond and Mike Sheffield 

 

Raffle 

Soni Dimond and Marisa Cleveland 



 

Mission 

 
The mission of the Naples Press Club 
is to promote quality journalism, to 
build a strong network of contacts 

and resources, to provide grants and 
scholarships to journalism students—

all to enrich the community. 

Serving all of Southwest Florida 
 

www.naplespressclub.org 

facebook.com/naplespressclub 

twitter.com/npcscoop 
 

 

 

Founded 1996 

Founding member of the NPC, 

Fritzi Thorner, an emigrant 

from Germany, found two loves: 

the Brooklyn Dodgers and radio 

broadcasting. She won a coveted 

spot in the All-City Radio 

Workshop. She honed her skills 

as an honor scholarship student at 

NYU’s School of Radio. Thorner 

worked as producer/director/ 

actress for the Voice of America 

until it merged into the USIS and 

relocated to Washington, D.C. Married to optometrist Gerald 

Thorner, she has two children. Thorner enjoys creating logos, 

leaflets and flyers for local charities. She also serves on the 

Board of the Parkinson’s Association of Southwest Florida 

for whom she is a passionate advocate. 

 

 

 

“Ratings don’t last.  

Good journalism does.” 

~ Dan Rather 



After 30 years as an I.T. Manager, 

(before they called it I.T.) and a 

side as Owner/Operator of a Virgin 

Islands marina,  Edward Thieme 

turned to Internet journalism, 

writing and producing Newsletters 

and Websites for Professional 

Organizations, Associations and 

Consulting Clients for another 15 

years. He still manages to keep a 

hand in with a couple of websites, 

to “avoid vegetating” in his old 

age. He was a WWII Paratrooper, 

Phi Beta Kappa from Penn State, married to his high school 

sweetheart for 72-plus years, has four children, and is an avid 

boat man (has been to the Virgin Islands in both directions 

on his own boat). 

 

 

 

“Journalism can never be silent: that is its 

greatest virtue and its greatest fault. It 

must speak, and speak immediately, while 

the echoes of wonder, the claims of triumph 

and the signs of horror are still in the air.” 

~ Henry Anatole Grunwald 

 

 

NPC History 
 

 The Naples Press Club was founded in 1996 by Terrence 
J. “Terry” Miller, who had moved to Naples in 1992 with his wife, 
Rhona Saunders. They had been members of the National Press 
Club in Washington, D.C., for many years, and Terry based the 
formation of the Naples Press Club on that model. 

 The goal was to establish a club where similar-minded 
communication professionals, whether still working or retired, 
could meet and exchange views on local events, people and 
media, and the world at large. 

 First Terry formed a breakfast group of VIPs (Very 
Interesting People). Many of them became the founding members 
of the Naples Press Club. By December 1996, Naples Press Club 
had 83 founding members, and 18 are still members today. 

 Terry Miller, regrettably, passed away in June 2004, but 
Rhona Saunders remains an active and involved member as the 
“Honorary Founding Member” on the NPC Board of Governors. 

 In 2007 the Naples Press Club filed with the State of 
Florida to become a not-for-profit 501(c)(6) “business league” 
corporation. 

 Today, the NPC has 145+ dues-paying regular and 
associate members, including people from the print and electronic 
media fields and also people from the publishing fields—with 
focus on nonfiction works. 



Founders* and Past Presidents (PP) 
 

Joel Banow* 

Jim Brandetsas* 

Leo Coar* 

Tim Corsini (PP) 

Joan Curley (PP) 

David Elliott* 

Donna Fiala (PP) 

Jeanne Findlater* 

Carole J Greene* (PP) 

Arthur Hecht (deceased)* (PP) 

Olga Hirshhorn (deceased)* 

Phil Lewis* 

John “Jack” Mehaffey* 

Terrence J. Miller (deceased)* (PP) 

John R Nocera* (PP) 

George P. Ponte* 

Joyceanna “JA” Rautio* 

Lois Sabatino* 

Rhona Saunders* (PP) 

Lois Selfon (PP) 

Maureen Sullivan-Hartung* 

Edward Thieme* 

Fritzi Thorner* 

Karla Wheeler* 

Bob Wiener* 

Sandra Yeyati (PP) 

Rhona Saunders is a former  

public information officer, 

strategic planner, business owner, 

and journalist. Before running her 

own business, The Saunders 

Company, in Washington, D.C., 

she worked as an analyst for the 

DIA, and as a public information 

officer for Navy Federal Credit 

Union and the American Gas 

Association. She also worked as an 

assignment editor for WTOP—

CBS All News Radio. In 1996 

Saunders co-founded the Naples Press Club. She served as 

president of the NPC from 1998-2000 and again in 2005. She 

is a graduate of Ohio University. 

 

 

“My most colorful accomplishment may 

have been at WTOP/CBS All News Radio, 

when I was watching a friend work (just to 

see what it was like) and Nixon fired 

several members of his cabinet. I ended up 

interviewing and going on air with several 

disgraced politicians, even though that was 

my first time in a radio studio. I was then 

hired as an assignment editor the next 

day.” 

~ Rhona Saunders 



Lois Sabatino is a strategist and 

consultant in media and public 

relations, community relations, 

public speaking and motivational 

training. A seasoned writer, she is 

also a special events coordinator 

and fund raiser. A bibliophile who 

reads a book a day, she is a 

freelance writer, with more than 

200 pieces published. She writes a 

column in eBella Magazine called 

“Everybody Has a Story” and is 

writing a community relations textbook. She says it all began 

as a teenager slinging laundry bags after school, leading to 

later adventures as the first female executive among 330,000 

employees worldwide at United Technologies, a Fortune 500 

company. Moving to Florida with her husband, she became a 

founding member of the Naples Press Club. She served on 

the boards of the Boys and Girls Club of Collier County and 

the Pelican Bay Property Owners Assn. She chaired the year-

long 25th anniversary celebration of Pelican Bay, raising 

more than $200,000 for charity. She founded and developed 

the Pelican Bay Toys for Tots Drive. It now provides the 

greatest number of toys for needy children in Collier County, 

which is the size of New Hampshire. Ten years ago, she co-

founded The Pelican Bay Kneedlers. The group provides 

needle-worked articles to cancer and dialysis patients, the 

elderly, children and homeless people, and to charitable 

organizations. The small group of women has made 

thousands of wheelchair blankets for Wounded Warriors in 

VA hospitals in Germany and the U.S.  

Joel Banow is a retired television 

producer and director with over 

fifty years of broadcasting experi-

ence. He was senior director for 

the manned space program broad-

casts with CBS, where he received 

a Directors Guild of America 

award for “Outstanding Television 

Directorial Achievement” for 

Apollo 11. He is on the board of 

the Naples Players and the Muse-

um of Military Memorabilia. He is 

also on the advisory board for The 

Holocaust Museum & Education Center of Southwest Florida. 

For several years he produced Arts programming for WGCU 

Public Media, at FGCU. In 2007 he was honored by both Col-

lier & Lee counties with a Star of the Arts and Angel of the 

Arts awards. 

 

 

Leo J. Coar is one of the founding members of the Naples 

Press Club and has been in the fastener industry for 60 years. 

He started his sales career in 1954 with Southern Screw Co. 

In the years following, Leo has been in manufacturing, a sales 

agent both in New York and New Jersey, as well as nation-

wide. A Master Distributor, Show Producer, and Editor and 

Publisher of Distributors LINK Magazine for the last 39 

years, which serves and supports the fastener distributor, Leo 

has been married for 58 years to his wife Myra. He has four 

children, six grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 



Author Mrs. Joan J. Curley had 

two desires: to travel and to write. 

Her writing was put on hold 

while her attention was given to 

her life career as an educator, 

elementary teacher, school 

counselor K-12, and school 

principal. However, the travel 

continued. She circumnavigated 

the world twice. Joan lived in 

England and she and her husband, 

Neil, lived and worked in 

Massachusetts, Bermuda, Guam, 

Germany, and Egypt. Joan was born in Massachusetts and 

earned a bachelor’s degree from Newton College of the 

Sacred Heart, a master’s degree from Boston University and 

completed numerous post-graduate courses on 

Administration, Counseling and Educational Law at Salem 

State College, Tufts University and the University of Guam. 

She also studied at Julius Maximilian University of 

Wurzburg, Germany. After retiring from her educational 

career of thirty-nine years, Joan decided to turn her attention 

to writing. She wanted to share her life and career experiences 

in stories. Joan has published nine books. Each book is based 

on what she has observed in places where she has lived and 

worked. An avid traveler, she hopes her stories encourage 

people to explore new interests and learn new information 

that is available to all in our technological society.  

Founding member, Ms. 

JOYceanna J. Rautio, a 

freelance writer, was the original 

NPC Treasurer. She assisted 

Founding President Terry Miller 

with his initial vision of the club 

in September of 1995. By 

December 31, 1996, there were 62 

dues paying Founding Members. 

Rautio actively served on the 

Board of Governors until 2000. 

Rautio was a freelance writer for 

nine years. She utilized her 

entrepreneurial skills to establish two successful construction 

businesses in Naples. She was a founding principal and 

investor in Quality Life Publishing Company, from January 

1999 to July 2001, the publisher of Quality of Life 

Matters™, a national clinical newsletter for hospices. In the 

present season of life, Rautio is actively pursuing the status 

of missionary for the National Episcopal Church (USA) of 

the Anglican Communion. She hopes to blog regularly about 

future mission assignments. 

 

“Journalism is the  

first rough draft of history.” 

~ Philip Graham 



John R. Nocera is a char ter  

member of the Naples Press Club. 

Born in Bronx, New York, Nocera 

has resided in Naples, Florida for 

the past 41 years. Retired owner of 

Dr. Johnny’s Supreme Auto 

Center, Nocera currently owns 

Supreme Vespa Sales, a franchise 

Vespa Scooter dealer. He is the 

host of “Dr. Johnny’s Car Clinic” 

on WGUF 98.9FM radio. His 

motto is “never say no” and “here 

to help.” Nocera is the recipient of 

the Rotarian of the Year, the Paul Harris Fellowship Award, 

and the Four Way Test Award. Nocera served on the Naples 

City Council from 1996 to 2000, as well as 2004 to 2008, 

and served as vice mayor from 2006 to 2008. Nocera 

currently serves on the Naples Airport Authority as 

commissioner and as chairman of the Community 

Redevelopment Advisory Board. 

 

 

 

George P. Ponte  

Mrs. Joan J. Curley is an active member of her Naples, 

Florida community. She is a member of the Collier County 

Republican Executive Committee, Naples Press Club (former 

President), Sandollars Club, East Naples Civic Association, 

Women’s Republican Club of Naples Federated, and the 

Naples Art Association. Joan has received numerous awards 

including: Woman of the Year from the Business and 

Professional Women’s Club of Massachusetts; a commission 

from the governor of Guam to become a member of the 

Ancient Order of the Chamorri (a distinguished award for 

service to the people of Guam); and Minister of Education 

recognition for educational service in Bermuda. 

 

 

“Get the truth and print it.” 

~ John S. Knight 

 

 

Jeanne Findlater is a retired VP/GM of WXYZ-TV 

(ABC-Owned Detroit Station); former producer of local and 

syndicated programs and series (WKBD-TV and WXYZ-

TV); creator of Learn to Read adult literacy, nationally 

syndicated series; former Detroit Free Press writer, reporter, 

then assistant editor of its Detroit Magazine. President, 

Peripatetic Publisher, Inc. 



Upon earning a master’s degree 

in English, Carole J Greene 

taught high school and college. 

She capitalized on her education 

when she started her career as an 

independent journalist, promis-

ing editors they’d never have to 

worry about language mechanics. 

After writing more than 1,000 

articles for regional and national 

publications, she shifted her at-

tention to book-length projects. 

She has been a co-author, author 

and ghostwriter of numerous books and top-tier editor of 

more than 70. Carole is proud to be a founding member of 

Naples Press Club and to have had the honor of serving two 

terms as its president. 

 

 

 

“Leading your Naples Press Club these  

past four years has brought me  

great satisfaction and joy.  

You honored me with this responsibility.  

I hope I honored you with my leadership.” 

 

~ Carole J Greene 

John A. “Jack” Mehaffey began 

his print media career as a Minneap-

olis Star-Tribune carrier-salesman in 

WW II, 1944. For 68 years, he 

served on newspaper staffs, then 

owned and operated community pub-

lications. He worked as a journalist, 

editor/publisher, consultant in adver-

tising, sales, marketing, motivational 

training and benefactor. One of his 

companies pioneered inserting and 

distributing preprinted advertising 

material through newspaper net-

works, serving international and “Main Street U.S.A.” clients. 

Profiled in “Who’s Who in America,” Jack was the inaugural 

winner of the LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT HALL-OF-

FAME award in his native Brainerd, Minnesota. An active 

member of the Naples U.S. Marine Corps League and bene-

factor of NEW BEGINNINGS SCHOOLS in Naples and Im-

mokalee, Mehaffey and his family provide special events and 

student yearbooks. In 2012, he and his life partner, Naples 

Press Club member Lee Hollingsworth, founded The Paul 

Bunyan Cultural/Historical Society. Jack published his 

“Philosophy-of-Living” in 1975 when the editors of “Who’s 

Who” asked: “What is responsible for a happy, successful 

life?” His answer: having faith in the future, living life ex-

pectantly each day, valuing what we do today and with whom 

we work. 

 


